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tion. He was invited to preside over committees of
enquiry into Belgian and Russian affairs; he was
given diplomatic appointments abroad. He did what
was asked of him; and each effort left him weaker and
more pain-ridden than before. In 1837 Melbourne
made a passionate appeal to his patriotism to accept
the Governor-Generalship of a rebellious Canada.
After a few months' hesitation, and on receipt of
Melbourne's pledge that from himself and his col-
leagues Durham's policy should receive " the firmed
and moil unflinching support," the latter mastered
his alarming sickness and went. At the crisis of his
work there, when loyalty from the Miniftry which had
sent him was essential to the successful ftilfilment of
his task, his old enemy Brougham launched a savage
attack on his dictatorial policy and on his choice of
colleagues, chief among whom were.Sir Charles Buller
and Edward Gibbon Wakefield. Melbourne, rather
than risk the defeat of the Government, went back on
his own solemn promise and threw Durham over.
The dying man resigned and came home; spent some
months in arranging and co-ordinating the material
prepared by Buller and Wakefield in the pages of his
great Report; refused all the offers of the Radicals
who clamoured for him to lead them against Whigs
and Tories alike; for his Report's sake spoke no word
of reproach againft the jealous lawyer who had tabbed
him in the back or the Prime Minister who had
betrayed him; and in the summer of 1840 died.1

'That this enlightened, gifted, but rather isolated
man should have been welcome and at ease in Lady
Blessington's house was natural and inevitable. He
found there precisely the freedom from prejudice, the

1 In addition to Stuart J. Reid's Lift and Letters of Lord Dvfban
(2 vols. 1906) ftudenta may be particularly referred to an admirable
article on Durham published in Tie Times Literary Supplement for
January 9,1930,